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Stresses tending to change of form in the Crystals* I have ev< since believed to be true; and that some time ago I wrote out statement of further extensions of that theory towards explainirj plasticity in ice at temperatures below the freezing point, an various other cases of plasticity probably including that of red IK and white hot iron, and the welding of iron. I say also to him :-" Your experiments which, among other conclusions seem to sho an absence of plasticity in a continuous crystal, I regard as vei important."
J. T.
HOTEL ENDERLIN, PONTRBSINA.
June I6tk, 1889. MY DEAE SlR,
Your very kind letter has been forwarded to me he where I am staying for a short visit. I shall probably be back : Davos within a fortnight. I am extremely obliged for your kir offer to take so much trouble on my account and if you can let n have printed copies of the two papers I should be very gratefi But I can hardly ask you to have a MS. copy made. Indeed it probable that my doctor will allow me to make a short visit England—mid. August to mid. September—, and in passii through London I can read the two papers at the British Museu Library and copy such parts as are to me specially important. ' I beg that you will not think of going to Glasgow on my accou and that you will not spend much time in the search for t printed copies.
I am curious to learn your explanation of the plasticity of i at temperatures well below the freezing point. My own views a as follows. Since a bar of ice before and after stretching consis of irregular crystals perfectly fitting each other, and since a sin£ crystal will not stretch, it is evident that there must be accommoti tion at the interfaces. One crystal must grow at the expense the next.
It remains for experiment to decide or rather discover whi crystal grows, i.e. how the motion of the molecules from crystal crystal depends on the direction of the optic axes and the stre I made an observation yesterday on this matter. In one of t glacier grottoes I saw a projecting tongue of ice which had, as t